subdivided into chapters. This is a valuable approach and is well suited to the interests of medical students. It does, however, present problems of classification with topics-that are of general relevance. Thus enzyme kinetics are considered primarily in the section on muscle, while subcellular fractionation is to be found in the section on liver and adipose tissue.
The book is a readable, well-produced and useful addition to the range of textbooks in biochemistry. The authors have made an interesting selection of material from the vast mass of biochemical data now available and they have considered many aspects of biochemistry that are of particular relevance to medicine, including inborn errors of metabolism, the ageing of collagen, contraception and cancer chemotherapy. In this they have successfully achieved their aim of presenting biochemistry in relation to the total functions of the living organism. This book is the published proceedings of a meeting held in the USA in 1967 to discuss current trends in research in the field of inflammation. Some of the contributions consist simply of scientific papers, but many are concise reviews. A wide range of topics are covered, with a good helping of immunology. The blood leucocytes also receive much attention, as do mediators of vascular effects and various enzymes, notably proteases prominent in injured tissue. The volume is enhanced by a lively apologia pro sua vita from Hans Selye and will be read with interest and profit by all those whose activities are concerned with the study of the inflammatory It is heartening to find that this report of the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry on the problems of high-grade and borderline defectives unequivocally accepts that investigation, treatment, and the supervision and care of this type of patient is a medical responsibility.
The report addresses itself to the general physician and general psychiatrist and discusses the concepts of borderline defect; deals with the problems of diagnosis and psychopathology, and includes material on etiology and prevention, the role of the physician in the total provision of care and training and the legal aspects of feeblemindedness.
The report rightly underlines the importance of social performance and integration within the community as the chief criterion of social adequacy. It also stresses the fact that psychiatric symptoms are of equal importance in the production of social maladjustment. The importance of the family's influence upon the functioning of a handicapped person is fully recognized, and the report advises giving psychiatric help to the patient's family as part of the environmental management of the patient.
Although the report is written primarily for the private physician, who is more likely to be dealing with these problems in the United States than he is in this country, most of the approach and orientation is universally applicable. This is equally true of the legal chapter which deals with fundamental principles of the rights and obligations of handicapped individuals rather than with specific legislation.
The report, which is modern and progressive in its outlook and lucid in expression, can be thoroughly recommended as an introductory text dealing with all aspects of high-grade mental defectives. In the introduction to this symposium the editor, Dr Michael Sigel, points out that 'for many years the Tissue Culture Association has provided an impetus to research on isolated systems'. On this it may be commented that tissue culture's virtue is in fact its only vice, namely its isolation of systems, leading to their study away from the whole organism. It is therefore interesting that in this symposium 'the Association sets the stage for a more integrated and comparative approach'. In the first section the contributors deal with the important topic of differentiation and aggregation of cells, chiefly in lower organisms. In the second section there are five chapters on cell cultures from arthropods, and it is interesting in this context to learn that six lines of continuous insect cells have been established. The chapter
